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ADMINISTRATION OF JIMMY CARTER 


Week Ending Friday, March 21, 1980 


Allard K. Lowenstein 


Statement on the Death of the Former U.S. 
Representative From New York. 
March 15, 1980 


The senseless and violent death of 
Allard K. Lowenstein has cut short a life 
devoted to reason and justice. From the 
sit-ins to the campuses to the halls of Con- 
gress, Al Lowenstein was a passionate 
fighter for a more humane, more demo- 
cratic world. In the civil rights and anti- 
war movements, his eloquent dedication 
to nonviolent change inspired many thou- 
sands of Americans. As my administra- 
tion’s representative to the United Na- 
tions Commission on Human Rights and 
the United Nations Trusteeship Council, 
he was an effective spokesman for 
democracy around the world and for jus- 
tice and reconciliation in southern Africa. 

I deplore the act of violence which took 
Mr. Lowenstein’s life, and Rosalynn and 
I extend our deepest sympathy to his chil- 
dren and to the countless friends he made 
in a life of service to his fellow human 
beings. 


NOTE: The former Congressman was fatally 
shot in his New York law office on March 14. 


National League of Cities 


Remarks at the Annual Congressional-City 


Conference. 


March 17, 1980 


To be here with you this afternoon, to 
listen to my good friend President Jessie 
Rattley describe the emotional feelings 


which she has on occasion like this and 
to listen very raptly to her moving words, 
to see your expression of welcome and 
friendship and applause has alleviated at 
least partly my trepidation—{laughter|— 
about coming to meet with you on this 
very sobering occasion. It’s good to see my 
old friends. And if you’re still friends after 
my Friday speech, then I know you'll be 
there when the going gets tough, and I 
thank you for it. 

This is not an easy time for me. I would 
guess the last 2 weeks has been perhaps 
the most difficult that I’ve experienced 
since I’ve been in the White House. With 
domestic and international problems and 
challenges before us as Americans, a time 
of testing is obvious to us all. What we do 
in this Nation affects not only our own 
lives but the lives of almost every human 
being on Earth. How we react to chal- 
lenge, how we address difficult problems, 
how we resolve troubling questions, 
whether or not we demonstrate unity 
when we are tested, whether we depart 
from our principles and our ideals or 
whether we stand firm and rely on them 
in a time of trial is watched very closely, 
not only here in our great Nation but in 
every nation on Earth. 

I have enjoyed and deeply appreciated 
my partnership with you. Two years ago, 
I began to implement, along with you, 
the Nation’s first comprehensive urban 
policy, and we’ve made tremendous prog- 
ress under this partnership. 

Together, we’ve increased Federal 
grants-in-aid substantially to the State 
and to local governments, both cities and 
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counties. But equally important, we have 
made possible new incentives for renewal 
of spirit and a marshaling, through 
matching commitments and matching 
funds, of the tremendous resources avail- 
able to us from private parts of the free 
enterprise system of our Nation—all this 
done for the benefit of the people who live 
in the communities which you serve and 
also which I serve. Your constituencies 
are mine. Your problems are mine. Your 
opportunities are mine. And the fact that 
a President of our great country has the 
kind of relationship with the city and local 
officials of the same Nation is indeed re- 
assuring, not only to us in this room but 
to those who look to us for the benefits of 
that leadership in the future. 

I’m proud of what we’ve done, and at 
a different time I would like to discuss in 
detail with you the accomplishments of 
our partnership. But today is an extraor- 
dinary time in America. All of our prog- 
ress, all of the efforts which you and I’ve 
made together, all of our renewed hopes 
are imperiled because of domestic and 
worldwide inflation, which has escalated 
dramatically in the last few weeks. 

Oil prices have increased 109 percent 
in the last 12 months, worldwide. Last 
month in our Nation alone, energy prices 
went up 74% percent in 1 month—a 90- 
percent inflation rate in energy. Interest 
rates have had to climb to stay above the 
rate of inflation to make borrowing pos- 
sible at all. And these two factors have 
ignited a firestorm this year that could 
permanently change the world economy 
and could permanently change our way of 
life. Inflation has indeed burst through its 
previous limits and threatens to rage out 
of control. 


In the last 2 reporting months, for in- 
stance, the annualized wholesale inflation 
rates in Great Britain, in Italy, even in 
Japan have all exceeded 25 percent. In 
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some other nations it’s much higher. In 
some major nations the inflation rate has 
been more than 100 percent. Here in our 
own country, the producer price index— 
formerly called the wholesale price 
index—has increased recently at an an- 
nualized rate of almost 20 percent. We 
must act, we must act together, to turn 
this tide. 

Nobody knows this better than city of- 
ficials, because you are caught between 
skyrocketing prices and relatively frozen 
local revenues that fall increasingly be- 
hind what you need. Each new round of 
cost increases drives down the purchasing 
power of the State and Federal funds 
which you receive. Wage demands, cut- 
back in services, tax protests, business un- 
certainty, and budget deficits are growing 
more intense. There has been a virtual 
collapse of the bond market, which has 
shut off the long-term credit to cities. 
Once more, needed capital improvements 
must wait while buildings and facilities 
begin to deteriorate. 

Wherever we look, we see inflation 
clouding our future. And the fact that 
America is better off than most other na- 
tions is not any particular reassurance to 
us. Decent health care, home-ownership, 
business prosperity, a better life for those 
we serve, for working families, help for 
the elderly and the poor, justice for those 
who’ve suffered from deprivation and dis- 
crimination—these and other dreams can 
and will slip away if inflation continues. 

Even more importantly, inflation is a 
threat to our national security. Unless 
controlled, it will sap our strength, our 
world leadership, our national unity, and 
with it, eventually American ideals. 

That is why, after a torturous and very 
difficult and extended consultative period, 
I announced an intensified anti-inflation 
effort this past week. 

First, I announced that the 1981 budget 
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will be a balanced budget. Congressional 
leaders, who met on their own—invited 
my key advisers in and met frequently 
with me; sometimes they met 10 hours a 
day, 6, 8, 10 days without stopping—have 
pledged themselves to support this com- 
mitment of a balanced budget, Democrats 
and Republicans alike, an unprecedented 
occurrence in the constitutional history of 
our Nation. This will be our first balanced 
budget in 12 years, and since the budget 
was last balanced, we have added about 
one half trillion dollars to our Federal 
debt. This is the second balanced budget 
in 20 years, since 1961. 

I also intend to cut immediately this 
year’s allocation of funds and expendi- 
tures, and I will veto any bill which 
threatens this balanced budget for next 
year. I will use my full Presidential 
powers to maintain budget discipline and 
fiscal responsibility on the Federal 
Government. 

Second, under the Credit Control Act 
of 1969, I’ve empowered the Federal Re- 
serve Board to take action to curb the 
inflationary expansion of private credit. 
Americans recently have only been saving 
3 percent of their earnings, almost the 
lowest percentage of saving in the history 
of our country. Only one quarter, I under- 
stand, during the Korean war, did it get 
this low. Savings rates in other countries 
like Japan and Germany run 20, 25 per- 
cent; in our country only 3 percent. 

As a result of these challenges and the 
result of the action I’ve authorized, the 
Federal Reserve will restrain consumer 
revolving credit and other unsecured con- 
sumer loans, and impose new restrictions 
on money market funds and certain fi- 
nancial or commercial banks. Also, the 
Federal Reserve is undertaking a volun- 
tary program with banks to restrain non- 
productive loans. 
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This next statement is important. These 
restraints will not restrict home mort- 
gages, automobile loans, or credit for 
small businesses or for farmers. In fact, 
this kind of restraint on nonproductive 
lending will encourage the flow of credit 
for the kinds of productive needs which 
are important to our country. 

Third, I’m strengthening our voluntary 
program of wage and price standards that 
have involved business and labor and the 
public sector in the recommendations 
made to me in the so-called national ac- 
cord. I consider it extremely important 
that as we go into these difficult days 
ahead that a common approach ham- 
mered out over a long period of time by 
public representatives, business represent- 
atives, and labor representatives, will be 
the guiding restraints for us in pay or 
wage settlements in the future. 

Last year, these same kinds of volun- 
tary restraints helped keep wage increases 
well below the price of consumer goods. 
In fact, overall wage increases in 1979 
were lower than they were the previous 
year in 1978. Strengthening this accord 
or this partnership can sustain the same 
kind of moderation through 1980 without 
the distortions and inequities that always 
result from mandatory wage and price 
controls. 

Fourth, I’ve imposed a conservation fee 
on imported oil that will raise gasoline 
prices 10 cents a gallon. I will propose to 
Congress a direct gasoline tax to replace 
this emergency measure. 

This fee targets only gasoline. It will 
not increase at all the profits of the oil 
companies. Gasoline accounts for some 
40 percent of all the oil that we use. This 
fee, by itself, will result in a reduction in 
gasoline consumption and, therefore, oil 
imports of 100,000 barrels per day the 
first year, and after about 3 years will re- 
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duce our gasoline consumption and our 
oil imports by 250,000 barrels a day. This 
means that for 1980 we expect our gaso- 
line consumption on U.S. highways to 
decrease 400,000 barrels per day. 

And finally, I’m calling for structural 
changes in our economy to encourage sav- 
ings and productivity and innovation. I’ve 
called on Congress to pass quickly the reg- 
ulatory reform act, trucking deregulation, 
and the phasing out of ceilings on savings 
account interest to encourage small inves- 
tors to save and to increase the inflation- 
ary pressures of consumer credit. 

When I am absolutely certain that the 
1981 budget will indeed be balanced— 
and I am sure that this will be accom- 
plished—I will then, and only then, con- 
sider tax reductions further to increase 
savings, to stimulate productivity, and to 
lead to increased business investment. 

Now is a time for discipline for all of 
us and not a time for promises or for poli- 
tics as usual. In choosing these anti-infla- 
tionary measures, I examined a wide 
range of options. Page after page after 
page of ideas and options were carefully 
assessed. I undertook extraordinary con- 
sultations with the Congress, and I sought 
a proper balance that will not jeopardize 
our important national goals or eliminate 
programs that benefit those who are most 
vulnerable to inflation. 

But I would like to interlineate here to 
say that the ones who are the most de- 
prived, the ones whose incomes are low- 
est, the ones whose incomes are most 
fixed, the ones who do not have the ca- 
pacity or the flexibility to move from one 
place to another or shop extensively for 
the bargains, who cannot leave a job or 
leave a community because of the afflic- 
tions on them—those are the ones who 
suffer most from inflation. 

In the end, there is no sugar-coated pill 
that can be administered to an economi- 
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cally suffering America. What I’ve advo- 
cated is strong medicine; it’s bitter medi- 
cine. It will mean our first real belt-tight- 
ening since World War II, when we were 
fighting together against fascism. We’re 
fighting today against an invisible enemy, 
but it is a very dangerous enemy and we 
are in for a long fight. Nothing short of 
stern measures will stop inflation from de- 
stroying our economy and perhaps even 
our way of life. There are no easy an- 
swers, there are no magic solutions, and 
anyone who tells you differently is either 
wrong or dishonest. 

I will be consulting rapidly, day in and 
day out, as quickly as I possibly can, with 
all the leaders of the agencies of the Fed- 
eral Government, with the key Members 
of Congress, and with other American 
leaders like you and your chosen officials. 
The specific budget reductions which I 
announce later on this month will affect 
everyone in this room and all those whom 
you serve. They go beyond simply elimi- 
nating waste. There will be cuts in good 
programs, in worthwhile programs which 
I’ve supported and which you and I have 
developed and supported together. 

There will be less Federal aid to cities, 
but a sharper focusing of what there is in 
those communities where the need is 
greatest. Everyone must share in this 
common effort. There will be less even for 
defense programs which are not directly 
related to combat readiness. There are 
times when all of us, and particularly pub- 
lic officials, have to face painful budget 
decisions. I ask for your support in im- 
posing and maintaining this fiscal 
discipline. 

A balanced budget alone obviously 
cannot stop inflation right now, but it 
can help to stabilize financial markets, 
and it can allow interest rates to moder- 
ate, and it can take the pressure off mon- 
etary policy. And it can demonstrate that 
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Washington and the United States is will- 
ing to lead. 

The conservation fee on oil alone will 
add to everyone’s cost of driving—I know 
that. But along with the energy program 
which is now nearing passage in the Con- 
gress and which will be expedited, it can 
help slash oil imports. This will not only 
help our Nation directly but will also less- 
en demand for scarce oil supplies and 
tend to stabilize the international petro- 
leum markets. 

The world simply cannot accommo- 
date another year during which interna- 
tional oil prices more than double. It’s 
our responsibility as the world’s greatest 
consumer of oil to do all we can to re- 
duce our wasteful consumption. I’m deep- 
ly grateful for what the American people 
have done since I’ve been President. 

The first year I was in office, we im- 
ported 8.8 million barrels of oil every 
day. We have already cut that a million 
barrels a day. And with this program, 
we'll cut it even more. But we have got 
to stop demanding so much oil from the 
limited international reservoirs, which 
drives up prices because of intense com- 
petition for scarce supplies. And the loss 
of our national wealth to OPEC nations 
has become a torrent that only significant 
conservation here and increased energy 
production can stop. 


We can expect to pay this year $80 bil- 
lion to foreign countries to buy their oil— 
an average for every family in America 
of more than $1,500. Just think how many 
jobs and how much better quality of life 
for our people could be paid for with 
$1,500 per family, now going to foreign 
countries to buy their oil. I have strug- 
gled with this problem for the last 3 years. 
And I remember very well when I said 
that the energy challenge was the moral 
equivalent of war—the jokes that were 
made about it and the scorn that was 
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heaped upon it. But, unfortunately, what 
we projected then has more and more 
rapidly come to pass, and we have got to 
have a common American approach to 
meet this challenge. 

Our Nation is the economic leader of 
the world, and we must not shirk our 
responsibility. The world is watching us 
today to see what kind of people we have 
become. So far, it sees what is obvious 
to us: We have not been living within 
our means. We have been spending our 
savings and spending our capital and go- 
ing deeper and more dangerously in debt, 
not just the Federal Government but the 
American society and American families 
as well. 

The world is asking if we have become 
too self-indulgent. It asks if we can accept 
responsibility and share among ourselves 
the necessary sacrifices. And we must ask 
ourselves the same questions. We must 
ask if we have the realism and the disci- 
pline to live within our means, to rec- 
ognize that we cannot spend or tax or 
decree or regulate or legislate our way 
out of inflation, and to recognize also that 
it is not going to be a quick task to re- 
solve. It’s going to take years to overcome 
this problem permanently. 

The early indications from the interna- 
tional markets today in Europe and also 
in Japan are very encouraging. Gold 
prices have dropped today. The dollar 
has strengthened greatly today. Our clear 
message has been received by our trading 
partners and friends throughout the 
world. The domestic markets are cau- 
tious, relatively stable, and I am pleased 
with what has occurred so far. 

I’ve brought to you, as responsible 
American leaders, a stern message. I’ve 
not tried to recruit your political appro- 
bation, I’ve not tried to assuage your deep 
concerns; I’ve tried to tell you the truth. 
And I cannot promise you instant or pain- 
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less results. The inflation rate may very 
well go up some more before it starts 
down. I believe that later on this year it 
will drop substantially. All the economic 
advisers agree to this, if you and I to- 
gether can carry out this program of fiscal 
responsibility and devote the time and the 
patience which will be required to reduce 
inflation and then to control it. 

But this message of discipline and the 
restraint can give hope that we are capa- 
ble of solving this most serious problem. 
It can give us hope, in doing this, that 
we can save something priceless in Amer- 
ica—our deep commitment to help each 
other when we are in trouble. Uncon- 
trolled inflation could shatter that com- 
mitment. It could engender among us 
cynicism, despair, and selfishness. It could 
rob us of the idealism that makes us a 
great and compassionate people. 

Beginning now, let us resolve to fight 
inflation together, to make those neces- 
sary sacrifices that will permit us to lead 
our people at every level of government. 
I believe, as the President of the greatest 
Nation on Earth, that we can do it. It’s 
within us to turn back inflation, to lay 
the foundation of a bright, and even 
brighter, future. The permanent benefits 
to our individual constituents and to our 
Nation will far outweigh the temporary 
inconvenience and the transient disap- 
pointments. The permanent benefits— 
that’s what we must work to achieve. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson once wrote, 
“The lesson of life is to believe what the 
years and the centuries say, against the 
hours.” The hours tell us the transient 
message that our future is somewhat 
troubled, but the years tell us and the 
centuries tell us that America is strong 
and that each challenge that we face to- 
gether makes us even stronger. 

Let us exercise the realism and disci- 
pline of a free people and make that mes- 
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sage ring true. Through challenge met 
with courage in freedom, our Nation will 
be stronger. 
Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:45 p.m. in 
the International Ballroom at the Washington 
Hilton Hotel. He was introduced by Vice 
Mayor Jessie Rattley, of Newport News, Va., 
president of the National League of Cities. 


St. Patrick’s Day 


Remarks at a White House Celebration. 
March 17, 1980 


Tue Present. We are honored tonight 
to have all of you, of course, but particu- 
larly to have the Foreign Minister of Ire- 
land. Would you come on up? 

Mr. LENIHAN. Yes. 


Tue Presiwent. Great. Thank you 
very much. 

Mr. LenrHAn. I am very pleased, Mr. 
President, to present you with a vase of 
Irish shamrock. It comes straight from 
the old sod, and it is presented to ‘the 
President of the United States of America 
by the Irish Government for whom I have 
the honor to act in this respect. And a 
shamrock presentation on St. Patrick’s 
Day is designed to bring great good luck 
to the recipient. 

And to Mrs. Carter, whom I admired 
today in the St. Patrick’s Day parade in 
New York—I said to myself, “Well, if 
the President is a good politician, there is 
a better one.” [Laughter] 

Tue PreEsipENT. Since the shamrock 
from Ireland brings good luck to every- 
one, Millie, why don’t you take some of it 
and pass back and let everybody have a 
piece. This is genuine—and, Rosalynn, 
you keep your eye on the vase. [Laughter] 
I’ve learned a little about the Irish since 
I’ve been—{laughter|—— 
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Well, it is an honor for us to have you 
here on this delightful celebration of St. 
Patrick’s Day. We had the opportunity to 
shake hands with all of you and to let you 
feel welcome here at the White House. 

The shamrock, as you know, not only 
has a sense of symbolism to bind all people 
together on St. Patrick’s Day but it also 
has a deep spiritual significance, not only 
to those who still live in Ireland but to 
those whose ancestors lived there and have 
gone to different places on Earth, particu- 
larly to the United States, to build our 
country into an even greater place. We 
are grateful, too, that we had a chance to 
build a special, large shamrock in front— 
maybe one of the largest ones that’s ever 
been in the White House, at least the last 
3 years. 

And when I’ve been in the St. Patrick’s 
Day parades in different places around the 
Nation, but particularly in Savannah, 
Georgia, I’ve always noticed a spirit of 
brotherhood and affection and excite- 
ment and joy and a kind of sense that 
there’s a special pleasure in life that 
ought to be nurtured and brought out to 
the surface at least once a year, and kept 
there the whole year if possible. And if 
anybody knows how to do it, it’s the Irish. 
And I’m glad St. Patrick’s Day comes 
along to remind all of us Irishmen that we 
can do it and maintain it. 


We have a special honoree tonight. The 
sons of the O’Neill clan were kings in 
Ulster in ancient days. We have one of 
their sons here with us tonight as the man 
that we are honoring. He’s a common 
man. He represents a lot of common 
Americans who look to him for leader- 
ship and also see within him not only a 
sense of leadership but humility. He’s an 
uncommon leader. He’s the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives of the 
United States of America, Tip O’Neill. 
Tip, we’re glad to have you. 
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To those of you who are here from 
foreign nations, you may not know that 
the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives enjoys a very special place under 
the United States Constitution. He not 
only presides over 435 Congress Mem- 
bers from all over our Nation but is the 
third in line of succesion to the Presi- 
dency itself. It’s a distinguished position. 
It’s one that is being formed into kind of 
a custom in our Nation, a tradition of 
letting Massachusetts Irish politicians 
hand it down from one to another. 
[Laughter] John McCormack handed it 
down to Tip O'Neill, with one brief inter- 
lude, and this is the kind of custom that 
appeals to all Irish leaders, no matter 
where they might live. 

We have a sense, though, that it needs 
two things: One is longevity—which Tip 
certainly has—and the other one is the 
ability to survive in a tough political en- 
vironment and to build up political se- 
niority. It’s a kind of commitment that 
should be nurtured by all Americans. And 
I’m particularly hopeful that all the Irish 
politicians of Boston will be able to keep 
their present position for a long time in 
the future. [Laughter] 

There’s another special person here to- 
night—one that I admire and one that I 
love. Tip has loved her longer. They’ve 
been married now for about 40 years, and 
I’d like to introduce Millie. I understand 
that this is the first time in the 40 years 
that Millie has ever seen Tip sober on St. 
Patrick’s Day. [Laughter] As a matter of 
fact, this is the first time in 40 years that 
Tip O’Neill and Millie have ever been 
together on St. Patrick’s Day evening. 
Right, Tip? Right, Millie? [Laughter] At 
least before the wee hours of the morning. 
[Laughter] And we're particularly grate- 
ful that we were the ones to break up that 
tradition of being apart on St. Patrick’s 
Day evening. He’s been remarkably well- 
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behaved tonight so far, and I’m indeed 
grateful that Millie’s here to help me 
chaperone this evening. 

We have also a special program now, 
one that could not do other than appeal to 
all people who have Irish blood or Irish 
ideas on St. Patrick’s Day evening. The 
Irish American contribution to America 
is broad and exciting and delightful and 
appreciated by all those who live in our 
great land. I won’t go into the great con- 
tribution of architecture and sports and 
politics tonight, but in culture and music 
we particularly want to recognize the 
Irish American contribution tonight. 

How many of you know the famous 
Irish motion picture director—perhaps 
the greatest who ever lived—Sean Aloys- 
ius O’Feeney? You know? How many of 
you know him—would you raise your 
hands? Anybody? Two hands. [Laughter] 
Three hands. He’s known by most of us 
as John Ford. And he made, as you know, 
some of the great movies of all time and 
really learned how to make the western 
movie into a genuine work of art. 

One of his famous and favorite actors 
was named Marion Morrison. How many 
of you know who Marion Morrison is? A 
little bit better. John Wayne, right. Not 
all the Irish who came over here went 
under a pseudonym, and we're glad that 
I can mention a few more right now. I 
think John Wayne is probably the favor- 
ite actor of our time. He’s a man who is 
beloved. Recently the Congress author- 
ized the striking of a special medal to 
commemorate what John Wayne has 
meant, not only to our Nation but to the 
world. And we'll be giving that award 
here—I, as President, on behalf of the 
Congress—when the medal has been 
completed. 

Eugene O’Neill, perhaps the greatest 
American playwright. F. Scott Fitzgerald, 
an author who brought into the realiza- 
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tion of Americans’ minds what the jazz 
age meant, but made it a perpetual con- 
tribution to American literature. Edwin 
O’Connor, one of Tip’s and my favorite 
authors, who wrote “The Last Hurrah.” 
Tip recommended it to me several years 
ago. I studied it. [Laughter] It seemed to 
work for me everywhere except in Boston. 
[Laughter] And perhaps one of Georgia’s 
greatest authors and contributors to the 
American literary scene, Flannery O’Con- 
nor. 

Daniel Decatur Emmett—how many of 
you know who Daniel Decatur Emmett is? 
He wrote a very wonderful song for— 
James Dickey knows who it is. Let me 
ask James Dickey to stand up—one of the 
greatest poets alive today, and the only 
person in the audience who knew that 
Daniel Decatur Emmett wrote “Dixie.” 
Thank you, Jim. 

And George M. Cohan, another Irish 
American, who wrote “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy.” And another tough movie per- 
former, who brought George M. Cohan to 
the screen. Anybody? Jimmy Cagney, 
right. Well, I could go on and on, but I 
won’t because I want to save time for a 
wonderful program tonight. 

The Irish not only contributed words 
and music but also wit. One of the great 
leaders who preceded me here in this 
White House, John F. Kennedy, was 
asked one time, “What is your favorite 
song?” He said, “Well, I think ‘Hail to 
the Chief’ has a certain lilt to it.” 
[Laughter] That’s not the only thing he 
and I have in common, by the way. 
[Laughter] 

Well, it would be hard to describe what 
made the Irish great. I think perhaps love 
of the land is a tradition that was brought 
here from Ireland and has permeated the 
consciousness of America. A deep religious 
faith is unshaken and a characteristic of 
the Irish. A love of a stable family and a 
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realization that our society is built on that 
close family relationship. A love of life. 
These are the kinds of ideals and tradi- 
tions which we have seen transplanted to 
our soil. And they have been nurtured 
and they have thrived. 


And I am very grateful tonight to bring 
to a close my own introduction of the pro- 
gram and my expression of thanks to the 
Irish by giving a well-known toast, which 
Tip can recite verbatim: “May the road 
rise up to meet you, Tip. May the wind 
be always at your back. May the sun 
shine warm upon your face, and the rains 
fall soft upon your fields. And until we 
meet again, may God hold you in the palm 
of his hand, and may you be in heaven a 
half-hour before the Devil knows you’re 
dead.” God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 


8:15 p.m. in the East Room at the White 
House. 


Refugee Act of 1980 


Statement on Signing S. 643 Into Law. 
March 18, 1980 


It gives me great pleasure to sign into 
law S. 643, the Refugee Act of 1980, 
which revises provisions for refugee admis- 
sions and assistance. This legislation is an 
important contribution to our efforts to 
strengthen U.S. refugee policies and 
programs. 

The Refugee Act reflects our long tradi- 
tion as a haven for people uprooted by 
persecution and political turmoil. In re- 
cent years, the number of refugees has in- 
creased greatly. Their suffering touches 
all and challenges us to help them, often 
under difficult circumstances. 

The Refugee Act improves procedures 
and coordination to respond to the often 
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massive and rapidly changing refugee 
problems that have developed recently. 

It establishes a new admissions policy 
that will permit fair and equitable treat- 
ment of refugees in the United States, re- 
gardless of their country of origin. It al- 
lows us to change annual admissions levels 
in response to conditions overseas, policy 
considerations, and resources available for 
resettlement. The new procedures will 
also ensure thorough consideration of ad- 
missions questions by both the Congress 
and the administration. 

Moreover, the Refugee Act will help 
refugees in this country become self-suffi- 
cient and contributing members of society. 
Until now, resettlement has been done pri- 
marily by private persons and organiza- 
tions. They have done an admirable job, 
but the large numbers of refugees arriving 
now create new strains and problems. 
Clearly, the Federal Government must 
play an expanded role in_ refugee 
programs. 

The Refugee Act is the result of close 
cooperation between the administration 
and the Congress, with important support 
from those who work directly with refu- 
gees in State and local governments and 
private groups. Everyone who worked so 
long on its passage can be proud of this 
contribution to improved international 
and domestic refugee programs and to our 
humanitarian traditions. 


NOTE: As enacted, S. 643 is Public Law 96-212, 
approved March 17. 


Agricultural Adjustment Act of 
1980 


Statement on Signing H.R. 3398 Into Law. 
March 18, 1980 


Today I am signing into law the “Agri- 
cultural Adjustment Act of 1980,” a meas- 
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ure that will help maintain the economic 
viability of our farm economy without 
contributing to food price inflation. 

The immediate risk of farm price disas- 
ters falls upon farmers. But the longer 
term risk of the collapse of farm prices 
falls on consumers, through production 
interruptions and price increases for meat, 
milk, and fiber. This bill increases our pro- 
tections against such interruptions. 


This bill extends the disaster payment 
program, which covers a portion of the 
losses associated with crop failure, and 
imposes a new limitation on the amount of 
such payments. 

The bill also amends, in two signifi- 
cant ways, the landmark Food and Agri- 
culture Act of 1977. First, it adjusts the 
level of income protection made available 
to those farmers who participate in the 
commodity programs authorized by the 
1977 act. This adjustment has been made 
necessary by the very rapid increase in the 
cost of producing wheat and feed grains. 
While the level of protection made pos- 
sible by this authority is still below the to- 
tal cost of production, it does provide pro- 
tection for farmers in the event of 
depressed market prices. And it does this 
without government action that would 
raise prices or fuel inflation. 


NOTE: As enacted, H.R. 3398 is Public Law 
96-213, approved March 18. 


Nuclear Safety Oversight 
Committee 
Executive Order 12202. March 18, 1980 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and statutes of 
the United States of America, and in 
order to establish, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Federal Advisory Com- 
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mittee Act, as amended (5 U.S.C. App. 
I), a committee to advise on the progress 
of Federal and State authorities and the 
nuclear power industry in improving the 
safety of nuclear power and in implement- 
ing the approved recommendations of the 
President's Commission on the Accident 
at Three Mile Island, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 


1-1. Establishment of the Committee. 


1-101. There is established the Nuclear 
Safety Oversight Committee. 

1-102. The membership of the Com- 
mittee shall be composed of five persons 
appointed by the President from among 
citizens who do not receive a salary from 
the Federal government. The President 
shall designate a Chairman from among 
the members of the Committee. 


1-2. Functions of the Committee. 


1-201. The Committee shall periodi- 
cally report to the President, the Secretary 
of Energy, and the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare the Committee’s 
advice on the progress being made in im- 
proving nuclear safety. The Committee’s 
report shall also advise on the progress be- 
ing made in implementing those recom- 
mendations of the President’s Commission 
on the Accident at Three Mile Island 
which were approved by the President 
(December 7, 1979). 

1-202. The Committee shall advise on 
the extent of progress made by the Nu- 
clear Regulatory Commission in effecting 
management, substantive, and procedural 
reforms to improve safety. The Commit- 
tee shall evaluate the recommendations 
of the Chairman of the Nuclear Regula- 
tory Commission concerning the possible 
modification of the responsibilities of the 
Advisory Committee for Reactor Safety. 

1-203. The Committee shall advise as 
to whether or not the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission and the nuclear power in- 





Administration of Jimmy Carter, 1980 


dustry are fulfilling their responsibilities in 
upgrading the capabilities and training of 
utility operating and management per- 
sonnel. 

1-204. The Committee shall evaluate 
the progress being made in making or en- 
couraging technical modifications to 
power reactors to improve safety, includ- 
ing improved control room design, and 
evaluate the Federal program in safety 
research. 

1-205. The Committee shall advise on 
the success of developing a coordinated 
program to improve worker and public 
health safety. 

1-206. The Committee shall advise on 
the progress of the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in its review of State 
and local off-site emergency planning and 
preparedness, and evaluate the progress 
of State and iocal governments in estab- 
lishing emergency response plans. 

1-207. The Committee shall evaluate 
the progress being made in improving 
public information on nuclear safety and 
shall evaluate the progress of the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency in co- 
ordinating any Federal response to po- 
tential nuclear emergencies. 

1-208. To the extent the Committee 
deems it necessary to carry out its other 
functions, the Committee shall monitor 
the activities of Federal and State agencies 
and the nuclear power industry. 

1-209. The Committee shall enter into 
agreements with the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare, the Department 
of Energy, the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency, and other Federal agen- 
cies, as well as State agencies and the nu- 
clear power industry on procedures for 
obtaining the information necessary to 
monitor their activities and to carry out 
the Committee’s advisory functions. 


1-210. The Committee shall include in 
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its reports the Committee’s advice as to 
the adequacy of the information it has re- 
ceived from Federal and State agencies 
and from the nuclear power industry; 
and, its assessment of the cooperation it 
has received from them. 


1-211. The Committee shall prepare 
and transmit to the President, as soon as 
possible, a report on the progress of the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission and of 
the nuclear utilities in upgrading the se- 
lection criteria and the training of utility 
operating personnel. The Committee shall 
report to the President its other findings, 
evaluations, and recommendations from 
time to time as it deems appropriate, but 
in any event, at least once a year. 


1-3. Administrative Provisions. 

1-301. The Chairman of the Commit- 
tee is authorized to appoint and fix the 
compensation of a staff of such persons as 
may be necessary to discharge the Com- 
mittee’s responsibilities, subject to the ap- 
plicable provisions of law, including the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended, and Title 5 of the United States 
Code. 

1-302. To the extent authorized by law 
and requested by the Chairman of the 
Committee, the General Services Admin- 
istration shall provide the Committee 
with necessary administrative services, 
facilities, and support on a reimbursable 
basis. 

1-303. The Department of Energy and 
the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare shall, to the extent permitted 
by law and subject to the availability of 
funds, provide the Committee with such 
facilities, support, funds and services, as 
may be necessary for the effective per- 
formance of the Committee’s functions. 

1-304. The Committee may request any 
Executive agency to furnish such infor- 
mation, advice or assistance it deems nec- 
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essary to carry out its functions. Each 
agency shall, to the extent permitted by 
law and subject to the availability of 
funds, furnish the information, advice or 
assistance requested by the Chairman of 
the Committee. 

1-305. Each member of the Committee 
may receive compensation at the maxi- 
mum rate now or hereafter prescribed by 
law for each day such member is engaged 
in the work of the Committee (5 U.S.C. 
3109 and rules pursuant to the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, as amended). 
Each member may also receive travel ex- 
penses, including per diem in lieu of sub- 
sistence (5 U.S.C. 5702 and 5703). 

1-4. General Provisions. 

1-401. The functions of the President 
under the Federal Advisory Committee 
Act, as amended, which are applicable to 
the Committee, except that of reporting 
annually to the Congress, shall be per- 
formed by the Administrator of General 
Services. 

1-402. The Committee shall terminate 
on September 30, 1980. 

Jimmy CarTEeR 
The White House, 
March 18, 1980. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:10 a.m., March 19, 1980] 


John M. Slack 


Statement on the Death of the U.S. 
Representative From West Virginia. 
March 18, 1980 


Rosalynn and I were saddened to learn 
today of the death of Congressman John 
Slack. 

Throughout West Virginia he will long 
be remembered as a Congressman who 
helped the people of his Third District 
to solve their problems and represented 
them well in Washington. 
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Those who knew him in his long ca- 
reer in the U.S. House of Representatives 
will best remember his dedication, in- 
tegrity, and sense of honor. 

We wish to extend our deepest sym- 
pathies to his wife, Frances, his son, John, 
his grandchildren, and his brother, Wil- 
liam. 


National Defense Transportation 


Day and National Transportation 
Week, 1980 
Proclamation 4737. March 18, 1980 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Throughout the history of the United 
States, our progress as a Nation has 
been closely tied to our progress in 
transportation. 

As the Nation grew, so did its need for 
mobility. In the last century, this need was 
well served by expanding networks of 
railroads and canals. Today, the need is 
served by a broader range of systems, in- 
cluding motor vehicles and aircraft. 

The generations of men and women 
who pioneered these systems stand high 
in the ranks of those who made America 
great. 

But new demands are constantly being 
made on our capacity to move people and 
the goods they produce. Today’s systems 
must change if they are to handle the 
demographic changes and the energy 
problems of tomorrow. 

Once again we look to the people in our 
transportation industry to innovate—and 
to provide rapid, dependable, safe and 
efficient transportation to meet the needs 
of the future. 
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Acknowledging the importance of the 
U.S. transportation system, the Congress 
by joint resolution of May 16, 1957 (71 
Stat. 30, 36 U.S.C. 160), requested the 
President to proclaim the third Friday in 
May of each year as National Defense 
Transportation Day, and, by joint resolu- 
tion of May 14, 1962 (76 Stat. 69, 36 
U.S.C. 166), requested the President to 
proclaim the week on which that Friday 
falls as National Transportation Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby designate Friday, May 16, 1980, 
as National Defense Transportation Day, 
and the week beginning May 11, 1980, as 
National Transportation Week. 

I urge all Governors, appropriate Fed- 
eral officials, transportation organizations, 
and the people of the United States to join 
with the U.S. Department of Transporta- 
tion in observing this day and week in 
honor of the vital role that the commercial 
transportation industry plays in our daily 
lives, in national defense, and in the future 
of an energy-secure America. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have here- 
unto set my hand this eighteenth day of 
March in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and fourth. 

Jmmmy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:09 a.m., March 19, 1980] 


Federal Advisory Committees 


Message to the Congress Transmitting a 


Report. March 19, 1980 


To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the provisions of 
Section 6(c) of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act (Public Law 92-463), I 
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am transmitting the eighth annual report 
on the status of Federal advisory 
committees. 

This report reflects a continuation of 
the efforts to achieve the objectives I set 
in 1977: to assure that unnecessary com- 
mittees are terminated, and new commit- 
tees are established only when they are 
essential to meet the responsibilities of the 
government. At the end of 1979: 

—The total number of committees was 

820; 

—Although the number of committees 
required by statute increased (from 
312 to 338), the number established 
under agency authority decreased 
(from 246 to 222) ; and 

—Since the beginning of 1977 the total 

number of committees has been re- 
duced by 339 (from 1,159). 
Jrmmy CartTeR 
The White House, 

March 19, 1980. 

NOTE: The report is entitled “Federal Advisory 
Committees, Eighth Annual Report of the 
President Covering the Calendar Year 1979— 


March 1980” (Government Printing Office, 
144 pages). 


United Nations 


Nomination of Joan Edelman Spero To Be 
U.S. Representative on the Economic and 
Social Council. March 19, 1980 


The President today announced that he 
will nominate Joan Edelman Spero, of 
New York City, to be the U.S. Repre- 
sentative on the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations, with the 
rank of Ambassador. She would replace 
Melissa F. Wells, resigned. 

Spero has been an assistant professor of 
political science at Columbia University 
since 1973. 

She October 2, 1944, in 


was born 
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Davenport, Iowa. She received a B.A. 
from the University of Wisconsin in 1966 
and an M.A. (1968) and Ph. D. (1973) 
from Columbia University. 

Spero is the author of two books and 
numerous articles on international eco- 
nomics. She is a member of the Council 
on Foreign Relations and the Foreign 
Policy Association. 


National Advisory Council on 
Women’s Educational Programs 


Nomination of Maria C. Bechily To Be a 
Member. March 19, 1980 


The President today announced his in- 
tention to nominate Maria C. Bechily, of 
Chicago, IIl., to be a member of the Na- 
tional Advisory Council on Women’s Ed- 
ucational Programs. 

Bechily, 31, is president of Ms. Execu- 
tive Search, an executive search orga- 
nization specializing in placing women 
and Hispanic executives. She was previ- 
ously a counselor and placement special- 
ist for the on-the-job training program 
of the Chicago Alliance of Business and 
Manpower Services. 


National Council on Educational 
Research 
Nomination of Robert E. Nederlander To Be 


a Member. March 19, 1980 


The President today announced that 
he will nominate Robert E. Nederlander, 
of Birmingham, Mich., to be a member of 
the National Council on Educational Re- 
search. He would replace Betsy Levin, 
resigned. 

Nederlander is president of the Detroit 
law firm of Nederlander, Dodge & Mc- 
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Cauley, P.C., and executive vice president 
and director of Nederlander Theatrical 
Corp., owner and/or operator of the 
largest chain of legitimate theaters in the 
country outside of New York. 

He was born April 10, 1933, in Detroit. 
He received a B.A. in economics in 1955 
and a J.D. in 1958 from the University of 
Michigan. 

Nederlander has been a regent of the 
University of Michigan since 1968. He is 
active in civic, philanthropic, and political 
affairs. 


National Commission on Air 
Quality 


Appointment of John J. Sheehan as a Member. 
March 19, 1980 


The President today announced the 
appointment of John J. Sheehan, of 
Washington, D.C., as a member of the 
National Commission on Air Quality. 

Sheehan is assistant to the president of 
the United Steelworkers of America and 
legislative director of the AFL-CIO. He 
is an expert on occupational safety and 
health as it affects labor. He serves on the 
American Lung Association’s Occupation- 
al Health Committee, the National Ad- 
visory Committee on Occupational Safety 
and Health, and the board of the Society 
for Occupational 
Health. 


and_ Environmental 


President’s Commission on United 
States-Liberian Relations 


Appointment of 11 Members. March 19 ,1980 


The President today announced the 
appointment of 11 members of the Presi- 
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dent’s Commission on United States- 
Liberian Relations. They are: 


Tueopore R. Hacans, Jr., a Washington, 
D.C., businessman, developer of the New 
Fort Lincoln residential community, and 
president of the National Business League. 

Rosert J. Lowen, president of the Masters, 
Mates, and Pilots Division of the Interna- 
tional Longshoremen’s Association. He is a 
graduate of the U.S. Merchant Marine Acad- 
emy and has been master of U.S. flagship 
merchant vessels for 15 years. He has worked 
with Liberian officials to establish training 
procedures for merchant marine officers. 

James H. McGee, mayor of Dayton, Ohio. 
Dayton is the sister city of Monrovia, 
Liberia. 

LEANN J. McGraNAHAN, a student in the 
doctoral program in agricultural economics 
at Iowa State University and a former Peace 
Corps volunteer in Liberia. 

Eunice Locxuart Moss, president of a man- 
agement consulting firm for small businesses 
in Milwaukee, Wis., and a former participant 
in such programs as the Overseas Develop- 
ment Council Transnational Dialogue 
Project. 

Frank E. Pinper, a former official of the U.S. 
Agency for International Development with 
extensive experience in economic develop- 
ment in Liberia. 

THOMAS QUEEN, executive director of Cali- 
fornia Regional of Oakland, Calif., an in- 
vestment banking firm. 

PREzELL R. Rosinson, president of St. Augus- 
tine’s College, Raleigh, N.C. He is a former 
scholar in residence at Nairobi University. 

RANDALL M. Rosinson, executive director of 
TransAfrica, a Washington-based lobby for 
Africa and the Caribbean. 

CarLETON M. Stewart, chairman of the 
board and chief executive officer of Ameri- 
can Security Corporation and American 
Security Bank. He served for 4 years as 
senior vice president of Citibank for South 
Asia, Middle East, and Africa. 

James M. WALL, editor of Christian Century 
magazine. 


The President of the Senate has desig- 
nated Senator S. I. Hayakawa of Califor- 
nia as a member of the Commission. 

On February 22, when the establish- 
ment of this Commission was announced, 
it was announced that Congressman Wil- 
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liam H. Gray III will serve as Chair and 
that Andrew F. Brimmer, an international 
economist, will serve as Vice Chair. 


National Energy Education Day 


Remarks on Signing Proclamation 4738. 
March 20, 1980 


Tue Presiwent. This event today will 
have, I think, a far-reaching and bene- 
ficial effect on our Nation. And Id like to 
read the proclamation before I sign it. It 
is entitled “National Energy Education 
Day: By the President of the United 
States, A Proclamation.” 

[At this point, the President read the proclama- 
tion and then resumed speaking as follows.] 

I will now sign the proclamation and 
reserve the right to say just a few more 
words. [Laughter] 

There are only two ways that we can 
reduce the imports of oil from foreign 
countries. One is to increase production 
of American energy of all kinds—and we 
have been blessed with tremendous re- 
serves compared to other nations—and 
the other is to conserve the energy sup- 
plies that we have from all sources. We 
have made some progress. It has not yet 
been adequate, but it’s been steady. We’ve 
more than reduced imports by a million 
barrels a day—and we expect to make 
even greater progress this year—since I’ve 
been in office, in 1977. 

One of the major opportunities that 
has not yet been explored is to educate our 
young people—who can be just as effec- 
tive, perhaps even more so, than many 
adults—in the facts about energy, what 
the opportunities are for conservation, and 
how they themselves can help. In homes, 
on the job, in transportation—there is a 
tremendous opportunity not only for 
young people to learn but also to educate 
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their parents about the facts concerning 
how we can solve our energy problem 
through conservation. 

A recent analysis has shown that there 
is an abysmal lack of information within 
the public school system among the stu- 
dents about basic facts concerning energy. 
And this designation of a national day for 
energy education is a very worthwhile 
commitment because of the facts that I’ve 
just described. 

I particularly want to express my thanks 
to those who are assembled around me 
who have supported this initiative from 
its very beginnings, and also for the Mem- 
bers of Congress who have passed the res- 
olution leading up to this Presidential 
proclamation. 


I’m counting on all of you to do a good 
job. We will certainly help. Charlie Dun- 
can, the Secretary of Energy, who is stand- 
ing behind me, has a direct responsibility, 
working with me, to have an increasingly 
effective national education policy for our 
Nation on energy. And this program for 
energy education—particularly in our 
private and public schools at all grade 
levels—will be a great addition to the op- 
portunity which our Nation must realize. 
Thank you, again, very much. 

SecrETARY Duncan. The education of 
youth on energy issues is just of funda- 
mental overriding importance. And we at 
the Department of Energy are trying to 
give some tangible expression to this need 
by working with some 9,000 teachers in 
our system, elementary school and high 
school. We are distributing more than 11 
million]? pieces of literature. And this 
is a major, high priority effort, because 
nothing is more important than to get 
energy issues well understood by young 
people. This is a very important initiative, 


Mr. President. 


* Printed in the transcript. 
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Tue Present. I want to thank all 
of you for helping to bring us to this point, 
and now we'll help you make it all a suc- 
cess. Thanks, again. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. at 


the ceremony in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House. 


National Energy Education Day 
Proclamation 4738. March 20, 1980 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


During the past decade it has become 
clear that our Nation faces an increasing 
shortage of its traditional energy sources. 
This energy shortage and our growing de- 
pendence on foreign energy supplies 
present a serious threat to the national 
security of the United States and to the 
health, safety and welfare of its citizens. 
In an effort to reduce our dependence on 
foreign energy, we have embarked on a 
number of programs aimed at the devel- 
opment of new energy technologies. We 
have also initiated a comprehensive pro- 
gram to educate the Nation, particularly 
the Nation’s youth, about the conse- 
quences of the changing world energy 
supply. 

In order to focus our attention on this 
ongoing program of energy education for 
the young—in both public and private 
schools and at all grade levels—and in 
an effort to bring together teachers, school 
officials and parent groups to help our 
children understand the current interna- 
tional energy situation, Congress has by 
Joint Resolution (S.J. Res. 43) pro- 
claimed March 21, 1980, as National 
Energy Education Day. 
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Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby call upon all citizens and 
government officials to observe Friday, 
March 21, 1980, as National Energy 
Education Day with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities. I direct all agencies 
of the Federal Government to cooperate 
with and participate in the celebration of 
National Energy Education Day. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twentieth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and fourth. 

Jimmy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
4:52 p.m., March 20, 1980] 


White House Briefing on Inflation 
and Energy 


Remarks to Community Leaders. 
March 20, 1980 


Before I start talking about energy and 
inflation questions, which I know you’ve 
had described to you very well, I would 
like to say just a word about the Mideast 
peace effort. 

Almost exactly a year ago, on the north 
side of the White House, we had one of 
the most exciting experiences of my life, 
when Begin and Sadat and I signed the 
Mideast peace treaty. At that time we 
made plans for the carrying out of the 
negotiations to establish full autonomy in 
the West Bank, to provide for Israel’s 
security behind recognized borders, to let 
the Palestinian issue be resolved in all its 
aspects, and to let Egypt build on the 
courageous initiative that Sadat took in 
going to Jerusalem for a better life for 
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their people and to preserve peace in the 
Middle East. 


This is still a major commitment of our 
country. It’s a very complicated issue. It’s 
a very difficult negotiating process in 
which I’ve been involved now for almost 
2 years. It far transcends in importance 
the political season, and I’m looking for- 
ward the first 2 weeks of April to see both 
President Sadat and Prime Méinister 
Begin to discuss the progress we’ve made 
so far, to have consultations with them 
about the common ground on which they 
can stand, to identify the remaining issues 
on which they differ, and then to turn 
over all this information to the negoti- 
ators, who I presume will be present at the 
discussions here. We will not have a nego- 
tiating session with Begin, Sadat, and my- 
self, but we will prepare for continued 
progress by the negotiators. 

This is intimately tied in with the Per- 
sian Gulf stability, with the threat to the 
region in Southwest Asia by the invasion 
of the Soviet Union, and with energy 
supplies for our country and also with an 
overdependence of our Nation on imports 
of oil from foreign countries. There’s no 
way to separate these issues. A strong, a 
stable, a peaceful, a friendly Israel is cru- 
cial to the Nation’s security that I repre- 
sent, and the same thing obviously applies 
to Egypt. 

To the extent that we can be successful 
in realizing the goals etsablished in the 
Camp David accords, including the reso- 
lution of the Palestinian question, that 
will go a long way toward assuring or re- 
assuring the world about the supplies of 
scarce energy in the future and the sta- 
bility of the world’s economic system. 

I'd like to repeat a few things that I’m 
sure you’ve already heard from the speak- 
ers who preceded me. I’m sure they've 
made it plain that our Nation’s national 
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security is tied in intimately and insep- 
arably with our economic future, and also 
that energy and inflation cannot be sepa- 
rated one from another. 

We will this year import from foreign 
countries more than $80 billion worth of 
oil, $80 billion of hard-earned American 
money sent to foreign countries to buy oil 
that I hope in the future we will not be 
purchasing. Eighty billion dollars is a hard 
number to envision. But for every family 
in the United States this means that $1,500 
will be paid to foreign governments for oil. 
This not only drains our economy of 
money that could be used to provide in- 
vestments, jobs, a brighter hope for the 
future and inflation, but also makes us 
overly dependent on uncertain supplies 
of energy when our Nation ought to be 
much more self-reliant. 

Again, this is an extremely complicated 
issue. There are no easy answers, and the 
inflationary pressures brought about by 
uncontrollable foreign oil prices on which 
we are dependent, along with our allies 


and friends, is a basic cause of inflationary 
pressures that are now sweeping the 
world. 


We’re not as bad off as most of our 
major trading allies, who in the past have 
had much more emphasis on controlling 
inflation, perhaps, than we have had to 
do. But we see, in the last 12 months, en- 
ergy prices more than doubling, increasing 
109 percent, and in our own Nation in 
the last month in the producer price index 
we saw energy prices going up 742 per- 
cent in 1 month. This is a 90-percent 
inflation rate. So, you see in dramatic 
terms, based on these statistics that I’ve 
thrown at you, how closely interrelated 
foreign policy, our Nation’s security, en- 
ergy supplies, and inflation all are. 

Ours is the leading nation on Earth. 
Economically, other countries look to us 
to lay the groundwork for the future and 
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to solve these apparently insoluble prob- 
lems so that they can mirror in their own 
future actions what we do. We obviously 
learn also from other countries. But the 
burden of the responsibility is on us. We 
are not only one of the greatest oil-pro- 
ducing countries, we are by far the great- 
est oil-consuming Nation. 


There are only two ways that we can 
cut down on oil imports, very simple. One 
is to produce more energy of all kinds in 
our country, and the other of course, is 
to save energy, not to waste energy, to 
have an increasing emphasis on conserva- 
tion. In 1968 we were a net exporter of 
energy. The first year I was in office, 1977, 
we imported an average of 8.8 million 
barrels of oil every day. I hope that by 
the end of this year we will have cut that 
rate by at least a million barrels of oil 
per day. Now, we hope to halve that level 
of imports by 1990. 

We’ve made good progress, as you can 
see, with the help of the American people, 
but it’s only really been the last 6 or 8 
months, maybe 10 months, that there has 
been a vivid realization on the part of the 
average American, “I have got to save 
energy and stop wasting it, not only for 
the benefit of my country but also for the 
benefit of my own family, which is heavily 
burdened by economic problems which 
are exacerbated when we waste energy 
that’s so dear and so costly.” 

I hope that you will help me with the 
anti-inflation program that I presented to 
the Nation in this same room last Friday. 
We’ve had remarkable consultations with 
the leaders of the Congress, unprece- 
dented. One of the top leaders said we’ve 
set constitutional history the last 2, 2% 
weeks, because we have reached a con- 
sensus, not only on the fact that the 1981 
budget must be and will be balanced but 
almost entirely on the specifics that will 
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be included in the budget reductions that 
are necessary. 

There are some differences, but com- 
pared to the total effort, they are minor, 
and even today and tomorrow I will be 
working, hour in and hour out, to reach 
an agreement not only with the leaders in 
Congress but with the agency heads in my 
own administration, who are now being 
consulted very rapidly. We have about 
25,000 line item entries in the United 
States budget. So, when we make de- 
cisions about what can and cannot be cut, 
we have to get an exact estimate of how 
much can be saved. And then when we 
get through with that, we have to balance 
the budget, in effect, before it’s presented 
to the Congress, because my voice is the 
final one representing the administra- 
tion. 

I would like to say that in addition to 
balancing the budget, which is only one 
element, we also are continuing a 
strengthened price-control program and a 
wage or salary or pay program, on a vol- 
untary basis, that is strengthened by the 
fact that we have not only the Govern- 
ment but also the top labor leaders repre- 
sented, the top business and manage- 
ment leaders represented, and representa- 
tives from the public. So, we have a co- 
operative attitude, committed in writing, 
as a matter of fact, among these various 
elements who are decisionmakers, to make 
sure we don’t exceed the goals that we’ve 
set for ourselves. And I’m committed to 
do my best to make sure that wage in- 
creases will not exceed the 8'/-percent 
average, which is a common commitment 
of the groups that I’ve just described to 
you. 

On credit, under the law that was 
passed in 1969, I’ve authorized the Fed- 
eral Reserve to act, and they’ve acted on 
their own initiative to try to restrain the 
wildly escalating levels of revolving or 
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consumer credit that don’t really apply 
directly to the productivity of our coun- 
try. And we’re trying to orient those credit 
restraints to enhance the opportunity for 
others to borrow money in a highly com- 
petitive market. Those who are making 
productive investments, buying homes, 
buying automobiles, farmers, small busi- 
ness people—those are the ones that will 
be benefited. 

The last thing Id like to say is that on 
the long run we’ve got to increase produc- 
tivity, the savings of American people that 
go back into investments to give us an 
enhanced or stronger economy, and of 
course, research and development. But I 
am not going to consider at all any over- 
all tax reduction program until after we 
are all assured that the 1981 budget will 
be balanced. 


Finally, let me say that we must tell 
the truth. There cannot be any dissem- 
bling, any misleading statements, any 
equivocation, any falsehood, any false 
hopes raised in the minds of the Ameri- 
can people. The credibility of this entire 
process is crucial to its success. The proc- 
ess is going to be difficult and painful. 
That is the truth. There are no easy or 
simple answers, no magic formulae. That’s 
the truth. The people that we’re going to 
help most by controlling inflation are the 
ones who need it most, the ones on very 
low income or fixed incomes, the ones that 
don’t have the flexibility to change jobs or 
to move to a new neighborhood. Those 
are the ones that will be benefited most by 
controlling inflation. That’s the truth. 


The fact that we must have cooperative 
efforts between myself, the Congress, and 
all of you leaders in our Nation, that is 
also the truth. There must be an accept- 
ance of the program, an acknowledge- 
ment of its complexity and difficulty and 
a common realization that what we do the 
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next few months will indeed shape the 
quality of life for our people. 

I am absolutely convinced that our Na- 
tion is strong enough to succeed. I feel 
good about the future. I think the latter 
part of this year we will see the inflation 
rate and interest rates going down sub- 
stantially. I don’t have any doubt that 
we'll succeed in having a_ balanced 
budget. We are making the adjustments 
in the budget very carefully to protect 
those who are most in need and most vul- 
nerable and also to make some accommo- 
dation in the recommendations that I will 
make to the Congress to protect the com- 
munities or cities that are most troubled 
by economic difficulties. We will meet the 
budget cuts. We will be at least as strin- 
gent in the total level of budget reductions 
as has the Budget Committee in the 
House, already having announced some of 
its programs. 

And the final thing is another truth. 
We’ve got two choices: either to exercise 
self-discipline on the Federal Govern- 
ment, State and local governments, busi- 
ness, industry, private families; or the 
other choice is to continue to be suffering 
from an ever-increasing and rampant in- 
flation, which is the most cruel tax of all. 

Our Nation is so strong and we are so 
blessed that sometimes we forget those 
two basic facts. We’ve got four times as 
much energy in this country in reserve as 
all the OPEC nations combined. And with 
the innovation and the confidence, the 
educational level, the capital reserves, the 
freedom that enhances the contribution 
of each person in our country, we have a 
chance to change and to improve the 
American way of living so that we can go 
through this temporary inconvenience 
and transient disappointment time and 
come out not weaker, but stronger. That’s 
my responsibility as President. It’s a re- 
sponsibility of the leaders like Charlie 
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Duncan, who work with me in the Cab- 
inet ; it’s the responsibility of the Congress, 
as you well know; it’s also a responsibility 
of all of you. 

I’m very grateful that you would come 
here to have this briefing on what prob- 
lems our Nation faces, but I also want you 
to go away from here with the realiza- 
tion that when our country has been 
united—and it certainly is now—we have 
never faced a major question that we 
could not answer. We have never faced a 
major problem that we could not solve. 
We have never faced a major obstacle 
that we could not overcome in this great- 
est of all nations, which I’m determined, 
along with you, to make even greater in 
the future. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 3:22 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 


National Medic Alert Week, 1980 
Proclamation 4739. March 20, 1980 


By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Emergency medical care, like other ele- 
ments of our Nation’s health care system, 
depends for its effectiveness on the sup- 
port of the American people. By contrib- 
uting to the lifesaving capabilities of 
rescue personnel and other health profes- 
sionals, we improve our prospects for 
continued good health. 

Today, approximately forty million 
Americans are afflicted with diabetes, 
heart conditions, epilepsy, allergies and 
other medical conditions that are difficult 
to detect or identify in an emergency. This 
year, many of these people will become 
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involved in emergency situations and, be- 
cause of delays in diagnosing and treating 
their hidden medical problems, may suffer 
additional injury or even die. 

Such tragedies need not occur. For 
more than two decades, special identifica- 
tion and information services—the oldest 
and perhaps best known of which is Medic 
Alert Foundation International—have 
been helping health and rescue personnel 
meet the unique emergency needs of peo- 
ple with hidden medical problems. When 
the victims of medical emergencies are 
unconscious or otherwise unable to com- 
municate, their medic alert tags and the 
information services with which they are 
registered can spell the difference between 
successful treatment and serious, even 
fatal, complications. Last year, these tags 
and services helped save the lives of an 
estimated two thousand people with hid- 
den medical conditions. 

Millions of additional Americans can 
protect themselves and help to improve 
the effectiveness of emergency medical 
care in this country by registering with a 
medic alert service. To focus the Nation’s 
attention on the value of these services, 
the Congress, by a joint resolution ap- 
proved February 28, 1980, (H.J. Res. 
434) requested that the President pro- 
claim the week of April 6 through 12, 
1980, National Medic Alert Week. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Jimmy CarTER, 
President of the United States of Amer- 
ica, do hereby proclaim the week of April 
6, 1980, as National Medic Alert Week. 
I urge all citizens and interested organiza- 
tions and associations to observe this week 
with activities that will foster the use of 
emergency identification and information 
services in the United States. 

I invite the Governors of the States and 
appropriate local government officials to 
support National Medic Alert Week ac- 
tivities, and I call upon the Nation’s mass 
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communications media to spread the mes- 
sage that medic alert services save lives. 

In Witness WuerEoF, I have here- 
unto set my hand this twentieth day of 
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and eighty, and of the Independ- 
ence of the United States of America the 
two hundred and fourth. 

Jummy CarTER 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:52 a.m., March 21, 1980] 


Communication Satellite 
Corporation 


Nomination of Joan F. Tobin To Be a Member 
of the Board of Directors. March 20, 1980 


The President today announced his in- 
tention to nominate Joan F. Tobin, of 
Washington, D.C., for reappointment as 
a member of the Board of Directors of 
the Communication Satellite Corporation 
(COMSAT) for a 3-year term. 

Tobin, 36, has been a member of this 
board since 1978. She is president of Tobin 
Enterprises, Inc., which holds major or 
controlling interests in growth companies, 
analyzes potential mergers, acquisitions, 
and partnerships, structures financial ar- 
rangements, and actively participates in 
the management of the component com- 
panies. She is also vice president of Tobin 
International, an export-import business. 


Meeting With Small Business 
Leaders 


Remarks at the Meeting. March 21, 1980 


Tue Preswent. To open the meeting I’ll 
call on Walt Stults to make a statement, 
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and I’ll respond when you tell me to. 
[Laughter] 

Wa TER Struts. Thank you, Mr. Pres- 
ident. 

Small business supports your program 
to control inflation. The men and women 
in this room this morning are the leaders 
of America’s 10 million small business 
firms. As chairman of the Coalition of 
Small and Independent Business Associa- 
tions, Mr. President, I have been asked to 
tell you that even though several of the 
actions proposed in your program will 
force small business to tighten its belt, we 
are willing to make those sacrifices for 
the common good. 

As you know, high interest rates and 
tight money have driven many smaller 
firms to the wall. Historically that’s a 
fact, and today the survival of many such 
businesses is very much in doubt. For all 
of these reasons we say that for the ad- 
ministration and for the Congress to do 
nothing to meet today’s emergency is the 
worst possible solution to the devastation 
of inflation. 

Small business has always been at the 
forefront of the struggle to obtain a 
balanced Federal budget. For that reason 
we applaud your adjustments, and we 
shall work with the Congress to make cer- 
tain that the budget remains in balance 
through spending cuts alone, with no 
more taxes. 

Mr. President, we urge all other seg- 
ments of the American population to bite 
the bullet and to assume their fair share 
of the sacrifice, which is inevitably in- 
volved in restoring stability to our econ- 
omy. As you know, without that stability, 
longer range efforts to remedy the situa- 
tion cannot begin. 

Mr. President, I’d like to call on Bill 
Anderson. 
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Wituiam ANDERSON.’ Mr. President, 
we certainly appreciate the opportunity 
that you gave small business leaders to 
help participate in the formulation of your 
anti-inflation program. We particularly 
note the courage in rejecting the simplistic 
panaceas such as mandatory price and 
wage controls and the Federal pricing 
controls over oil and gas. Experience has 
shown these quick fixes do not work and 
only worsen the underlying economic 
problems. 


Furthermore, small business has al- 
ways come out on the short end of the 
stick when the Government has attempted 
to make all the big and little decisions in 
our complex economic system. And per- 
sonally, as a small manufacturer from the 
State of Rhode Island, I read the Wall 
Street Journal of March 17, commenting 
on your proposals, and I felt just a little 
on the side of not so good. Big business 
and many people who are endorsing 
radical changes don’t realize that often 
in a radical surgery the surgery’s success- 
ful but the patient dies, and the patient in 
most cases is small business. 

So, we in the small business commu- 
nity applaud you in that we feel that 
you’re sounding more like Jimmy Carter, 
the candidate of 1960 and the small busi- 
nessman, than ever before. So, thank you, 
Mr. President. 

Tue Preswent. Thank you very much. 

Well, as a small businessman, as a can- 
didate, and as President I have espoused 
the basic programs that have been so at- 
tractive to the small business leaders of 
this country. Ten million business people 
play an integral role not only in giving me 
advice and support, which I need and 
which our Nation needs, but also in guid- 
ing other segments of the economy to sup- 
port our anti-inflation program. It’s not 


1 Cochairman of the coalition. 
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been an easy one to put forward. To cut 
billions and billions and billions of dollars 
out of a budget that’s already been pro- 
posed is a difficult task. But in addition 
to consulting with all of you, even since 
the announcement last Friday, we have 
met with more than a thousand leaders 
in 35 or 40 organizations to tell them 
about the consequences of action which 
will be constructive and the adverse con- 
sequences of a lack of action. 


We are very closely working with the 
congressional leadership, not only with 
the top leadership that helped us evolve 
the problem [program] ® at first, but also 
with the House Budget Committee, 
whose recommendations very closely par- 
allel our own. They had a good vote yes- 
terday, and I think it bodes well for the 
seriousness with which the Congress will 
address this issue. 


I want to express my thanks to you 
again for this action and also my admira- 
tion for your courage. I hope that you will 


deal with all your peers, those who look 
to you for leadership, with your custom- 
ers, and with the big business community, 
which in general is supportive of what we 
are attemping to do. The breadth of the 
recommendations is very constructive, not 
just the balanced budget but also to con- 
trol energy imports, to work on stringent 
wage and price restraints on a voluntary 
basis, to cut down on Government regu- 
lation, which is a very serious burden for 
small businesses to carry, and also, by the 
way, which is highly inflationary. And in 
addition to that, the credit restraints are 
being modified as much as possible to en- 
courage productive investment loans for 
small businesses, farmers, those who are 
buying homes and automobiles, and away 
from the speculative type loans which 


* Printed in the transcript. 
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compete with you and your needs in an 
already tight credit market. 


So, I think the whole program, with 
your help and advice, has been compati- 
ble with your basic philosophy and your 
longstanding advice to me, and I’m very 
glad to have you as partners in a program 
which I believe will be good for our coun- 
try. Again, thank you. You have my ad- 
miration for what you’ve done. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:56 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 


White House Briefing on the 1980 
Summer Olympics 


Remarks to Representatives of U.S. Teams. 
March 21, 1980 


First of all, it’s a real honor for me to 
be here with all you famous people. I have 
a great admiration for you and a deep 
feeling for you in this time of challenge 
and disappointment. 

This is a sad time for all those in our 
country who are involved in amateur ath- 
letics. This past week, as you know, a 
tragic airline accident occurred in War- 
saw, Poland, and 22 members of the U.S. 
amateur boxing team were killed. It’s a 
tragic occurrence, and our whole Nation 
was reminded of the value of a human 
life, and also was reminded of the sacri- 
fice that goes into the training for cham- 
pionship sports. 

This team went overseas to do its best. 
They were full of spirit and full of deter- 
mination to exhibit their own prowess 
and achievement, and also to represent 
their country. And they represented us 
well. And I personally feel the loss, which 
I know you all share. 

When we are confronted with stark 
tragedies such as these, we have to stop 
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for a moment and put our own lives and 
our own principles, our own emotions, 
our own commitments, back into perspec- 
tive; to reassess or to kind of inventory 
what are the most important things in a 
human life. This is one of those times. 
And that’s why I’ve asked you to come to 
the White House—with some degree of 
trepidation—to listen to Dr. Brzezinski, 
to consult with Joe Onek,' and to meet 
with me as your President, to discuss a 
very serious and a very vital matter, one 
that does directly invlove human life, 
thousands of human lives already lost in 
Afghanistan, and many more hundreds of 
thousands of lives that could be lost, un- 
less our Nation is strong enough and is 
willing to sacrifice, if necessary, to pre- 
serve the peace of our country. 

The highest commitment that I have 
in my official capacity as President is to 
preserve the security of the United States 
of America and to keep the peace. Every 
decision that I make, every action that I 
take, has to be compatible with that com- 
mitment. Ours is a nuclear age. We have a 
much more serious prospect now even 
than existed back in 1936 when the Olym- 
pics were held in Berlin. It was serious 
then. In retrospect it’s obvious. 

I met last week with the Minister Pres- 
ident of Bavaria, in Western Germany, 
who’s running for Prime Minister this 
year—or Chancellor. He said if only the 
Olympics had not been held in Berlin in 
1936 the course of history could have been 
different. We face a similar prospect now. 
I'm determined to keep our national 
interest paramount, even if people that I 
love and admire, like you, are required to 
share in disappointment and in personal 
sacrifice. I don’t say that lightly, because 
my admiration of you and my apprecia- 
tion of you is very deep and very sincere. 


‘Deputy Counsel to the President. 
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But it is absolutely imperative that we 
and other nations who believe in freedom 
and who believe in human rights and who 
believe in peace let our voices be heard 
in an absolutely clear way, and not add 
the imprimatur of approval to the Soviet 
Union and its government while they have 
105,000 heavily armed invading forces in 
the freedom-loving and innocent and 
deeply religious country of Afghanistan. 
Thousands of people’s lives have already 
been lost. Entire villages have been wiped 
out deliberately by the Soviet invading 
forces. And as you well know, the people 
in the Soviet Union don’t even know it. 
They do not even realize that 104 nations 
in the United Nations condemned the So- 
viet Union for their invasion and called 
for their immediate withdrawal from 
Afghanistan. The people of the Soviet 
Union don’t even know it. 

The Olympics are important to the So- 
viet Union. They have made massive in- 
vestments in buildings, equipment, propa- 
ganda. As has probably already been 
pointed out to you, they have passed out 
hundreds of thousands of copies of an offi- 
cial Soviet document saying that the de- 
cision of the world community to hold the 
Olympics in Moscow is an acknowledge- 
ment of approval of the foreign policy of 
the Soviet Union, and proof to the world 
that the Soviets’ policy results in interna- 
tional peace. 

I can’t say at this moment what other 
nations will not go to the Summer Olym- 
pics in Moscow. Ours will not go. I say 
that not with any equivocation; the deci- 
been made. The American 
people are convinced that we should not 
go to the Summer Olympics. The Con- 
gress has voted overwhelmingly, almost 
unanimously, which is a very rare thing, 
that we will not go. And I can tell you 
that many of our major allies, particularly 


sion has 
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those democratic countries who believe in 
freedom, will not go. 

I understand how you feel, and I 
thought about it a lot as we approached 
this moment, when I would have to stand 
here in front of fine young Americans and 
dedicated coaches, who have labored 
sometimes for more than 10 years, in every 
instance for years, to become among the 
finest athletes in the world, knowing what 
the Olympics mean to you, to know that 
you would be disappointed. It’s not a 
pleasant time for me. 

You occupy a special place in American 
life, not because of your talent or your 
dedication or your training or your com- 
mitment or your ability as an athlete, but 
because for American people, Olympic 
athletes represent something else. You 
represent the personification of the high- 
est ideals of our country. You represent a 
special commitment to the value of a hu- 
man life, and to the achievement of ex- 
cellence within an environment of free- 
dom, and a belief in truth and friendship 
and respect for others, and the elimination 
of discrimination, and the honoring of hu- 
man rights, and peace. 

Even though many of you may not war- 
rant or deserve that kind of esteem, be- 
cause you haven’t thought so deeply about 
these subjects, perhaps, the American 
people think you do, because you are char- 
acterized accurately as clean and decent 
and honest and dedicated. 


That’s why it’s particularly important 
that you join in with us, not in condem- 
nation, even of the Soviet Union, not in a 
negative sense at all, but in a positive sense 
of what’s best for our country and best for 
world peace. There must be a firm, clear 
voice of caution given to the Soviet 


Union, not just in admonition and 
criticism of what they have already done 
to despoil a small and relatively weak 
country but to make sure that they don’t 
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look upon this as an achievement without 
serious adverse consequences which can 
then be followed up with additional ag- 
gression along the same lines. 

Since the Second World War the So- 
viets have invaded successfully and have 
subjugated and taken away the freedom 
of people in Poland, in Hungary, in 
Czechoslovakia, in other countries as well, 
as you know. But for more than 25 years 
they did not use their massive forces, after 
the Warsaw Pact was formed, to go into 
an adjacent country themselves. They 
used others to fight the battles for them, 
the Vietnamese and the Cubans, the 
North Koreans earlier. This was a radical 
departure from past Soviet policy, to go 
in themselves, and it cannot go unmet. 

I'd like to also point out that you will 
not be the only ones making a sacrifice. 
Yours may be the deepest and the most 
personal to you. I acknowledge that. But 
the farmers of this country also suffer. 
Some of you come from farm families. 
You know how important it is to have 
stable international markets to sell your 
products after very doubtful seasons have 
to be faced and deep debts have to be 
acquired. 

Shortly before the election in Iowa, I 
declared an embargo and cut off 17 mil- 
lion tons of grain that was going to the 
Soviet Union. And a lot of people said, 
“The farmers will condemn you, Mr. 
President. You'll never be successful in 
the election, in the farm communities.” I 
won the election by more than a 3-to-1 
margin, because the farmers felt that, “‘Al- 
though it’s a sacrifice for me, I believe in 
my country, and in a peaceful way we 
must send the Soviets a clear message that 
aggression will not be condoned or ex- 
cused.” 

And Id like to remind you that every- 
thing we have done has been not only 
for the ultimate purpose of peace but has 
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been done with peace. I’ve got powerful 
forces available to carry out my com- 
mand, military forces, the most powerful 
on Earth, and I did not exercise any mil- 
itary option. We exercised political 
options by asking the other nations to join 
in with us at the U.N. to condemn the 
Soviet Union, and 103 others did it. And 
we exercised economic options, which I’ve 
just described and I need not repeat. And 
the other thing that we must do is to 
stand with our allies and friends and free- 
dom-loving people around the world and 
say, “We will not go to Moscow and par- 
ticipate in the Olympic games in your 
capital. We call for the moving of the 
Olympics or the delay of the Olympics for 
at least a year, until Soviet troops are 
withdrawn from Afghanistan, or the can- 
cellation of the games, or either we would 
not participate.” 

Mr. Onek has been describing to you 
my commitment to do the best I can to 
give you Olympic-quality international 
competition, probably toward the end 
of August, that will let you participate, 
representing yourselves, representing our 
Nation. I am not naive, and I know that 
there is nothing that I could help to 
create, even if all other nations on Earth 
joined with me, that would equal the 
status of an Olympic gold medal. 

In my judgment what we are doing is 
preserving the principles and the quality 
of the Olympics, not destroying it. It 
would suit me fine if we had a permanent 
Olympic site near the original Olympic 
game in Olympus in Greece. We’ve ad- 
vocated that. We’ve sent a delegation from 
the White House, along with Prime Min- 
ister Karamanlis of Greece to look at a 
potential site. That would please me com- 
pletely. It’s going to take a while to do it. 
But I want to be sure that the principles 
of the Olympics are preserved, not wasted 
or destroyed or minimized. 
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This is obviously a difficult decision for 
me to make. It’s much more difficult on 
you. I’m not saying it’s worse for me. 

The last think I would like to say is 
this: We have many kinds of awards and 
types of recognition. I’m not an outstand- 
ing 10,000-meter runner. [Laughter] But 
I’ve been honored by election to the high- 
est elective office in our country, and there 
will be a difference, not just a subtle 
difference, between a gold medal that you 
might win the last part of August in in- 
ternational games that will not equal an 
Olympic gold medal. I understand that. 
But there will be an additional award that 
I will help to emphasize within the bounds 
of my capacity and authority and in- 
fluence and status as a President, and 
that is a special recognition to you that 
you not only prevailed in a superb inter- 
national competition of a world cham- 
pionship quality but that you also are 
honored along with it, having helped to 
preserve freedom and having helped to 
enhance the quality or the principles of 
the Olympics and having helped in a per- 
sonal way to carry out the principles and 
ideals of our Nation, and having made a 
sacrifice in doing it. 

And I hope that at least in the minds 
of some of you the medal that you might 
win in competition and the recognition of 
a grateful nation will at least partially 
make up for the sacrifice that you'll have 
to make this summer in not going to Mos- 
cow for the Summer Olympics. 

I’m very grateful that you came, and I 
hope that you will help me, and I hope 
that you will agree, if possible. But this 
is a free country, and your voice is yours, 
and what you do and say is a decision for 
you to make. But whatever you decide, as 
far as your attitude is concerned, I will 
respect it. And I will appreciate this op- 
portunity for me as President to meet with 
you to discuss a very serious matter as 
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equals, as Americans who love our coun- 
try, who recognize that sometimes we 
have to make sacrifices and that for the 
common good, for peace and for freedom, 
those sacrifices are warranted. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 2:32 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


The following listing includes the 
President’s public schedule and other 
items of general interest announced by the 
White House Press Office and not in- 
cluded elsewhere in this issue. 


March 16 


The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David, Md. 
March 17 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Zbigniew Brzezinski, Assistant to the 
President for National Security 
Affairs ; 

—Frank B. Moore, Assistant to the 
President for Congressional Liaison ; 

—Vice President Walter F. Mondale. 


March 18 


The President met at the White House 
with: 

-—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Mr. Moore. 

The President participated in a briefing 
on administration policies and programs 
given for members of the National Cat- 
tlemen’s Association in Room 450 of the 
Old Executive Office Building. 

The President participated in a briefing 
on administration policies and programs 
given for Members of Congress in the East 
Room at the White House. 
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The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the 12th, 13th, and 14th annual re- 
ports of the National Endowment for the 
Humanities. 

The President announced that he has 
designated two persons as members of the 
Board of Directors of the Overseas Pri- 
vate Investment Corporation. They are: 
Deane R. HinTon, Assistant Secretary of State 

for Economic and Business Affairs, and 


Lutuer H. Hopces, Jr., Deputy Secretary of 
Commerce. 


March 19 


The President met at the White House 
with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

-Mr. Moore; 

—Members of Congress; 

—Hedley W. Donovan, Senior Adviser 

to the President. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the 1980 National Housing Produc- 
tion Report. 

The White House announced that 
President Anwar al-Sadat of Egypt and 
Prime Minister Menahem Begin of Israel 
will meet separately with President Carter 
in Washington during the month of April. 
The dates of their visits are yet to be de- 
cided. The purpose of the meetings will be 
te review the progress and pace of auton- 
omy negotiations for the West Bank and 
Gaza. The negotiations are being con- 
ducted in accordance with the provisions 
of the Camp David Accords, signed by all 
three leaders on September 17, 1978. 

The President annonunced the ap- 
pointment of Charles F. C. Ruff as a 
member of the District of Columbia Law 
Revision Commission for a 4-year term. 
He replaces Earl] Silbert, resigned. Ruff is 
U.S. Attorney for the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

The President announced the appoint- 
ment of Gerald McBride as a member of 
the Committee for Purchase From the 
Blind and Other Severely Handicapped. 
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McBride is Assistant Administrator for 
Acquisition Policy at the General Services 
Administration. 

The President announced that he will 
nominate two persons to be members of 
the Board of Directors of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Foundation. They are: 

Davin BronHEIM, who has been nominated to 
be Associate Director of the U.S. Interna- 
tional Development Cooperation Agency, and 

Witu1aM G. Bown er, Assistant Secretary of 
State for Inter-American Affairs. 


March 20 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
-Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Mr. Moore; 

—wWilliam C. Verity, Jr., incoming 
chairman of the Chamber of Com- 
merce of the United States; 

—Representative John J. Cavanaugh 
of Nebraska; 

—Mrs. Carter, for lunch. 

March 21 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—Dr. Brzezinski; 

—Secretary of State Cyrus R. Vance, 
Secretary of Defense Harold Brown, 
Hamilton Jordan, Assistant to the 
President, Dr. Brzezinski, and Mr. 
Donovan; 

—Mr. Moore; 

—Japanese Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Saburo Okita; 


—Representative Lester L. Wolff of 
New York. 


The President participated in a briefing 
on administration programs and policies 
given for a group of black ministers in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building. 


The President left the White House for 
a weekend stay at Camp David. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


The following list does not include pro- 
motions of members of the Uniformed Serv- 
ices, nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 


Submitted March 18, 1980 


Herta LANDE SEmpMAN, of New York, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Commerce (new 
position). 

Lyte EL_pen GraMLey, of Kansas, to be a 
member of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System for a term of 14 
years from February 1, 1980, vice Philip 
Edward Coldwell, term expired. 


Submitted March 20, 1980 


Joan EpELMAN SpeEro, of New York, to be the 
Representative of the United States of 
America on the Economic and Social Coun- 
cil of the United Nations, with the rank of 
Ambassador. 

The following-named persons to be members 
of the Board of Directors of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Foundation for the terms indicated: 

Davin BronuHEtM, of Connecticut, for the 
remainder of the term expiring Sep- 
tember 20, 1982, vice Carolyn R. Pay- 
ton, resigned. 

Witu1aM G. Bown ter, of Florida, for a 
term expiring September 20, 1984, vice 
Viron P. Vaky, resigned. 

Rosert E. NEDERLANDER, of Michigan, to be a 
member of the National Council on Educa- 
tional Research for the remainder of the 
term expiring September 30, 1980, vice 
Betsy Levin, resigned. 

Rosert E. NEDERLANDER, of Michigan, to be 
a member of the National Council on Edu- 
cational Research for a term expiring Sep- 
tember 30, 1983 (reappointment). 

Submitted March 21, 1980 

Steven A. MinTER, of Ohio, to-be Under Sec- 
retary of Education (new position). 

Lyte EL_pEN GRAMLEY, of Missouri, to be a 
member of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System for a term of 14 
years from February 1, 1980, vice Philip 
Edward Coldwell, term expired. 
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NOMINATIONS—Continued 
Withdrawn March 21, 1980 


LyLe ELpEN GRAMLEy, of Kansas, to be a 
member of the Board of Governors of the 
Federal Reserve System for a term of 14 
years from February 1, 1980, vice Philip 
Edward Coldwell, term expired, which was 
sent to the Senate on March 18, 1980. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following listing contains releases of the 
White House Press Office which are not in- 
cluded in this issue. 


Released March 17, 1980 


Advance text: remarks at the National League 
of Cities Congressional-City Conference 


Released March 19, 1980 


Transcript: remarks and a question-and-an- 
swer session on the President’s forthcoming 
meetings with President Anwar al-Sadat of 
Egypt and Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
of Israel—by Press Secretary Jody Powell 


Released March 20, 1980 
Announcement: White House ceremony in- 


augurating the Department of Education on 
May 7 


CHECKLIST—Continued 
Released March 21, 1980 


Announcement: nomination of John S. Martin 
to be United States Attorney for the South- 
ern District of New York 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved March 17, 1980 


ie: SRR Public Law 96—210 
An act to amend section 502(a) of the Mer- 
chant Marine Act, 1936. 

Public Law 96-211 
An act to authorize the President of the 
United States to present on behalf of the 
Congress a specially struck gold medal to 
Simon Wiesenthal. 

S Cie aerate Public Law 96-212 
Refugee Act of 1980. 

ft |. Sees Private Law 96—50 
An act for the relief of Loraine Smart and 
Robert Clarke. 

Approved March 18, 1980 


Public Law 96-213 
Agricultural Adjustment Act of 1980. 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration 

National Park System 
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state 
Right to autonomy 
Terrorists, delivery of tanks to 
Palmer, John L 
Palmieri, Victor H 
Pan American Day and Pan American 
yy.) 
Panama Canal Commission Supervisory 
Board 
Panama Canal Consultative Committee_ 
Panama Canal Joint Commission on the 
Environment 


opposition to separate 


Pangelinan, Edward 
Paperwork reduction 


Park System, National 

Parker, Dave 

Parker, Earl R 
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Pellegrino, Edmund 
Pennsylvania Avenue Development Cor- 
poration 
People’s Republic of China. See China, 
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Sakharov, Mrs. Andrei 

Sakharov, Andrei 


Salmon River, Idaho 
SALT. See Strategic arms limitation 
Samuels, Howard 
San Antonio, Tex 
Sang, Bahk 
Santos, Lucille L 
Sarbanes, Sen. Paul S 
Sasser, Sen. Jim 
Saunders, Frank A 
Saunders, Harold H 
Save Your Vision Week (Proc. 4718) _- 
Sawhill, John C 
Schaeffer, Philip A 
Scheuer, Repr. James H 
Schmidt, Helmut. See Germany, Federal 
Republic of, Chancellor 
Scholarships, Board of Foreign 
Schultze, Charles L. See Economic Ad- 
visers, Council of, Chairman 
Science, National Medal of 
Science Foundation, National 
Science and technology 
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